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subm�ss�on d�rect�ons, �nclud�ng Requesting 
Evidence Examinations and Packaging and 
Shipping Evidence.

Pack �nk ev�dence separately from any 
document or surface w�th �nk marks. 

Back to the top 

Latent Print Examinations

Case Acceptance Policy

Because of the �ncreas�ng casework demands of 
the FBI’s pr�mary m�ss�on, protect�ng the Un�ted 
States from terror�st attacks, the FBI Laboratory 
w�ll no longer accept rout�ne cases from state and 
local agenc�es �n wh�ch latent pr�nt exam�nat�on 
serv�ces may be obta�ned from w�th�n the 
subm�tt�ng agency’s system. The future 
acceptance of any state and local cases generally 
w�ll be based on the subm�tt�ng agency’s lack of 
access to the same techn�ques or serv�ces 
prov�ded by the FBI Laboratory, the unusual 
techn�cal nature of the case, or the c�rcumstances 
surrounding the case, e.g., cases of a high-profile 
nature or cases that also involve FBI field offices.  

Developing Latent Prints at Crime Scenes
The Laboratory �s the best place to develop latent 
pr�nts; however, �t �s somet�mes necessary to 
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develop latent pr�nts at cr�me scenes. Caut�on 
should be taken to prevent destroy�ng latent 
pr�nts. The follow�ng measures ensure that cr�me 
scene latent pr�nts are protected:

Photograph latent pr�nts pr�or to any 
process�ng. 

Exam�ne all ev�dence v�sually and w�th a laser 
or an alternate l�ght source before us�ng any 
other latent pr�nt development process. 

Photograph latent pr�nts developed w�th 
fingerprint powders before lifting them. 

Black, gray, or wh�te powder can be appl�ed to 
a surface w�th a var�ety of style of brushes. 
The color of the powder should contrast w�th 
the color of the surface (e.g., black for l�ght 
surfaces and gray or wh�te for dark surfaces). 

Use a short-ha�r brush or cotton to remove 
excess powder. Use caut�on when powder�ng. 
Avo�d overbrush�ng latent pr�nts and los�ng 
clar�ty.

Use transparent tape or black-and-wh�te 
rubber l�fts to l�ft latent pr�nts. 
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When transparent tape �s used, the color of 
the back�ng card should contrast w�th the color 
of the powders (e.g., wh�te back�ng card for 
black powder).

When us�ng latent pr�nt development 
processes, refer to the manufacturer’s 
�nstruct�ons and the Mater�al Safety Data 
Sheets. Use personal protect�ve equ�pment 
(e.g., safety glasses, masks, gloves, smocks). 

The Processing Guide for Developing Latent 
Prints �s a comprehens�ve gu�de to latent pr�nt 
processes and protocols. Refer to th�s 
publ�cat�on to ensure that proper processes 
are appl�ed �n the recommended order. 
Follow�ng th�s gu�de w�ll max�m�ze the 
potent�al to develop latent pr�nts and w�ll 
preserve ev�dence �f other forens�c 
exam�nat�ons are requ�red. The gu�de �s 
ava�lable at http://www.fbi.gov/hq/lab/fsc/
backissu/jan2001/lpu.pdf. Law enforcement 
personnel may request the Processing Guide 
for Developing Latent Prints in field-manual 
format by fax�ng a request on agency 
letterhead to 703-632-8374.

Photographing Latent Prints
Use a tr�pod and cable release when 
photograph�ng latent pr�nts. 
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Use a 35 mm or med�um-format camera w�th 
a macro lens capable of half-s�ze to full-s�ze 
reproduct�on. 

Photograph latent pr�nts at each step �n the 
process�ng sequence before mov�ng to the 
next process. 

Photograph latent pr�nts developed w�th 
fingerprint powders before lifting them. 

When possible, use ISO 400 film. Set the lens 
f-stop to the smallest poss�ble aperture wh�le 
us�ng the camera meter to adjust the camera’s 
shutter speed to obta�n proper exposure.

Take three exposures of each latent pr�nt by 
bracket�ng:

Or�g�nal exposure.

One-stop underexposed �mage.

One-stop overexposed �mage.

Photograph latent pr�nts �nd�v�dually. Th�s 
ensures that the target latent pr�nt �s �n focus.
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For reference purposes, photograph latent 
pr�nts close to one another �n one frame, �f 
poss�ble.

F�ll the frame completely.

Photograph latent prints with an identification 
label that �ncludes a scale, reference number, 
date, collector’s �n�t�als, and locat�on of the 
latent prints. The identification label should be 
placed on the same plane as the latent pr�nts.

Ma�nta�n a photograph�c log that records each 
shot, reference number, date, collector’s 
�n�t�als, locat�on of pr�nts, and other pert�nent 
�nformat�on.

Questions concerning latent print evidence 
should be directed to 703-632-8443. Follow the 
ev�dence subm�ss�on d�rect�ons, �nclud�ng 
Requesting Evidence Examinations and 
Packaging and Shipping Evidence.

Stab�l�ze the ev�dence to avo�d movement or 
fr�ct�on dur�ng sh�pp�ng. 

Place nonporous ev�dence (e.g., nonabsorb-
ent, hard surfaces) �n separate protect�ve 
cover�ngs such as th�ck transparent envelopes 
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(glass�ne), or suspend �n a conta�ner so that 
there �s m�n�mal surface contact. Fr�ct�on w�ll 
destroy latent pr�nts on th�s type of surface.

Place porous ev�dence (e.g., paper, 
cardboard) �n separate protect�ve cover�ngs. 
Fr�ct�on generally w�ll not destroy latent pr�nts 
on th�s type of surface. 

Submit known fingerprints and palm prints of 
everyone who may have handled the 
ev�dence, �nclud�ng suspects, v�ct�ms, those 
who had leg�t�mate access, and �nvest�gat�ve 
personnel. All fingerprint cards must include 
pert�nent b�ograph�cal and/or demograph�c 
�nformat�on.

Palm pr�nts should be taken on only one s�de 
of a separate card, not on the reverse s�de of 
a fingerprint card or on the reverse side of a 
card that has a recorded �mpress�on on the 
other s�de.

F�ngerpr�nt cards and major-case pr�nts 
should �nclude, at a m�n�mum, the name of the 
person pr�nted, the name of the person 
record�ng the pr�nts, the date, the case-
identification number, and a brief statement of 
facts relating to the case. The fingerprint card 
should bear an arrest offense. 
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The notat�on “el�m�nat�on pr�nts” should be 
�ncluded �f the person pr�nted �s not a suspect.

When known pr�nts are subm�tted separately 
from ev�dence, reference prev�ous 
commun�cat�ons and case-�dent�fy�ng 
numbers and other pert�nent �nformat�on.

Submitting Latent and Intentionally Recorded 
Print Images in Digital Format
D�g�tal �mages, �nclud�ng d�g�tal photographs, of 
latent and �ntent�onally recorded pr�nts should 
�nclude a scale or other measurable �tem. If a 
search of the Integrated Automated F�ngerpr�nt 
Identification System (IAFIS) is requested, a scale 
or other measurable �tem �s mandatory.

D�g�tal �mages, �nclud�ng d�g�tal photographs, must 
meet the follow�ng requ�rements:

Documentat�on of the �mage source (e.g., 
w�ndow, door frame). 

Documentat�on of the capture dev�ce (e.g., 
flatbed scanner, digital camera).

Documentat�on �nd�cat�ng the �mage �s an 
or�g�nal capture. 
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F�le propert�es for latent �mages cons�st�ng of:

A file format without compression or with 
lossless compress�on (e.g., RAW, TIFF).

A m�n�mum of 8 b�ts for grayscale �mages 
and 24 b�ts for color �mages.

A resolut�on that meets or exceeds 1000 
p�xels per �nch (PPI) when cal�brated to 
actual s�ze (1:1).

F�le propert�es for �ntent�onally recorded pr�nts 
cons�st�ng of:

A file format without compression, with 
lossless compress�on (e.g., RAW, TIFF), 
or w�th Wavelet Scalar Quant�zat�on 
(WSQ) compress�on saved at a max�mum 
of 15:1.

A m�n�mum of 8 b�ts for grayscale �mages 
and 24 b�ts for color �mages. 

A resolut�on that meets or exceeds 500 
PPI when cal�brated to actual s�ze (1:1).

Latent pr�nts subm�tted as facs�m�les or 
photocop�es w�ll not be exam�ned �n the FBI 
Laboratory.
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Intent�onally recorded pr�nts subm�tted as 
facs�m�les w�ll not be exam�ned �n the FBI 
Laboratory, except when the known pr�nts w�ll be 
searched aga�nst IAFIS in order to obtain FBI file 
pr�nts. 

Submitting Hands or Fingers of an Unknown 
Deceased

Pack each hand or finger in a separate 
unbreakable, watert�ght, and a�rt�ght conta�ner.

Label each conta�ner (e.g., “RIGHT HAND,” 
“RIGHT THUMB,” “RIGHT INDEX”). 

Sh�p the rema�ns �n the cond�t�on �n wh�ch 
they were found (e.g., �n water, frozen, dr�ed) 
by the most exped�t�ous means.

Prov�de a complete phys�cal descr�pt�on of the 
deceased, �f poss�ble. 

Label the outer conta�ner “KEEP IN A COOL, 
DRY PLACE,” “REFRIGERATE ON 
ARRIVAL,” and “BIOHAZARD.” 

All human rema�ns w�ll be returned to the 
contr�butor.
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Address the outer conta�ner as follows:

EVIDENCE CONTROL UNIT
LABORATORY DIVISION
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
2501 INVESTIGATION PARKWAY
QUANTICO VA 22135

Legible, complete ten-print fingerprint cards 
not related to an ongoing Laboratory 
investigation should be sent to the FBI’s 
Criminal Justice Information Services Division.

Address the outer conta�ner as follows: 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE INFORMATION 
     SERVICES DIVISION
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
1000 CUSTER HOLLOW ROAD
CLARKSBURG WV 26306

Questions concerning ten-print fingerprint 
cards should be directed to 304-625-2360. 

Back to the top 

Lubricant Examinations

Lubr�cants encompass a range of substances, 
�nclud�ng petroleum products, natural fatty ester 
oils, and polyalkylene glycol oils. Automotive fluids 
(e.g., engine oil, brake fluid), certain cosmetics  
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