
Name ________________ 

 

Chapter 2: Crime Scene Investigation and Evidence Collection 

Objective Checklist 
 

At the conclusion of this chapter, the student should be able to: 

 

_____ Summarize Locard’s exchange principle. 

_____ Identify four examples of trace evidence. 

_____ Distinguish between direct and circumstantial evidence. 

_____ Identify the type of professionals who are present at a crime scene. 

_____ Summarize the seven steps of a crime-scene investigation. 

_____ Explain the importance of securing the crime scene.  

_____ Identify the methods by which a crime scene is documented. 

_____ Demonstrate proper technique in collecting and packaging trace evidence. 

_____ Describe how evidence from a crime scene is analyzed.  

Additional Objectives: 
 

_____ List three goals of a crime scene investigator 

 

_____ List at least 4 examples of materials that could be transferred from a crime scene to a suspect. 

 

_____ List at least 4 items of materials that could be transferred from a suspect to a crime scene. 

 

_____ Discuss how the intensity, duration and nature of the materials in contact can affect the extent of 

the transfer. 

 

_____ Distinguish between physical and biological circumstantial evidence. 

 

__√__ Analyze a crime scene and locate, photograph and document all types of evidence 

 

_____ Compare and contrast class evidence and individual evidence. 

 

_____ Describe using specific examples how failing to secure the crime scene leads to contamination of 

the evidence. 

 

_____ Explain the importance of separating the witnesses at a crime scene 

 

 

 

 



_____ Describe the role of each of the following people at a crime scene: 

a. Police officer 

b. Crime Scene Investigator 

c. Medical Examiner 

d. Detective 

e. Other specialists  

 

_____ List several questions that a detective will ask of any witness to a crime 

 

 

_____ Distinguish between a primary and a secondary crime scene. 

 

 

_____ Elaborate on the idea of “seeing the scene.” Include in your answer: 

a. What type of photos needs to be taken of the crime scene 

b. Discuss the importance of a ruler being placed in the photo 

 

 

_____ Explain how a rough sketch of the crime scene is drawn. Include in your answer: 

a. How to use at least 2 immovable landmarks when measuring any objects 

b. How direction should be indicated on the sketch 

c. The role of a scale of distance 

d. What other objects should be included in the rough sketch 

e. What information should be written on the sketch 

 

_____ Discuss the role of technology in documenting a crime scene. 

 

 

_____ Describe each of the various search patterns: 

a. Spiral 

b. Grid 

c. Linear 

d. Quadrant  

 

 

_____ Describe how to form and package a paper bindle 

 

_____ List the items that must appear on an evidence log 

 

_____ Explain the importance of the chain of custody of evidence 

 

_____ Describe how the evidence bag is opened and resealed as different technicians examine the 

evidence. 

 

_____ Contrast the evidence examiners on television programs such as CSI with real-life evidence 

examiners. 

 

 

_____ Describe how a detective will try to reconstruct a crime scene using the documented evidence and 

any eyewitness accounts of the crime. 


